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Introduction to the Nature & Poverty Knowledge and Learning Network
	

	All people have the fundamental right to a sustainable livelihood; too many are kept from such a livelihood because of poverty and injustice, a disproportionately large part of the natural resources available are being consumed by a small privileged group. On the other hand, nature deserves space. Because of its intrinsic value, its cultural meaning to many societies, and last not least the many ecological services it delivers to humankind. The Millennium Development Goals offer a collective framework to alleviate poverty and protect biodiversity; long term solutions however require that structural causes of poverty, injustice and ecological destruction are tackled, and that integrated solutions are found the management of natural resources in a socially equitable and just manner.

Because ecosystem and poverty linkages are complex, there is a need to better understand, learn from and use knowledge and lessons that are rooted in field experiences, i.e. to move beyond theories, policies and debates. Many Southern as well as Northern organisations from both the conservation and the development sectors have by now acquired considerable practical, on-the-ground experience in that respect. It is time that this knowledge is shared.

In September 2006, the Directorate-General for International Co-operation (DGIS) of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs approved the funding proposal for the ‘Ecosystems and Human Well-being Programme’, which had been submitted by the IUCN Netherlands Committee (IUCN NL). A key component of the Programme is the set up and co-ordination of NP.net: a knowledge and learning network on nature and poverty linkages. The Nature & Poverty Knowledge and Learning Network (NP.net) evolved out of the natureandpoverty* programme, which has been carried out by WWF-NL, IUCN NL and Friends of the Earth Netherlands together with their Southern partners between 2002 and 2006. NP.net has started its first activities in 2007.

NP.net brings together 17 Dutch conservation, developmental and research organisations
 and their respective extensive NGO networks in the South. The proposed overall goal of NP.net is to enhance the effectiveness, efficiency, impact and sustainability of interventions, with regard to the linkages between ecosystem management and poverty alleviation. It does this through optimising the exchange of knowledge and lessons rooted in practical experience in the South. DGIS/DMW (Department Environment and Water) has come on board as an 18th, affiliate partner, having stated their interest in to be kept updated about NP.net activities and to exchange ideas on knowledge networking.

The 17 Dutch-based organisations and their networks collaborating under NP.net are uniting a vast experience in nature conservation, sustainable use of resources, poverty alleviation, social justice struggles and organisational capacity building. By exchanging knowledge and learning collectively about topics of common interest that are of direct relevance to our work, the effectiveness, efficiency, impact and sustainability of our interventions can improve. Be it in field-based projects, advocacy work, education & capacity building, funding, research or policy making. Our priority setting will have its base in those civil society organisations in developing countries that the 17 organisations united in NP.net are working with. Yet, we think that learning for sustainability goes beyond the South-North divide. Not only because relevant knowledge can be found everywhere, but also because of the impacts of Northern economic behaviour, policies and donorship on economic justice and biodiversity conservation in the South. 

IUCN Netherlands Committee (IUCN NL) will function as co-ordinating facility in this network, but seeks to share responsibilities for NP.net activities with its network partners and befriended organisations. At the same time NP.net will pro-actively reach out and seek partnerships to similar initiatives & stakeholders working on issues related to poverty and nature conservation. 

NP.net intends to create a framework and mechanisms for channelling knowledge flows and it will initiate learning trajectories. Focus of the network will be field-based knowledge, insights and lessons learned from practical experiences & daily work on the nexus of ecosystem management and poverty alleviation. NP.net will pro-actively engage in discussions and exchanges with other existing initiatives and identify possibilities for complementarity.

Proposed specific objectives of NP.net:

· To improve the exchange of field-based knowledge and lessons, especially between Southern organisations.

· To create thematic and strategic partnerships based on knowledge sharing and collaborative learning.

· To enhance the documentation of informal and formal knowledge and the access to relevant knowledge sources.

· To generate practice-based inputs for policy development and advocacy work.

· To establish a vibrant NP.net community through productive interactions, trust, and a stronger voice in the public debate.

Examples of expressed priority themes so far (these priorities are still to be decided) are impacts of biofuels on landuse and livelihoods, sustainable trade chains, local ownership of conservation agendas, climate adaptation, PES, health and NRM, and land use conflicts.
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� These are IUCN NL, FoE-NL, WWF-NL, HIVOS, SNV, Both ENDS, IVN, NCIV, Wetlands International, SNM, Birdlife NL, Tropenbos, Milieukontakt, Avalon, Face foundation, CML, Free University of Amsterdam.  Discussion held with Department Environment and Water of Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well, who have expressed interest to be connected. 
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